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LOCAL PROJECTS, LOCAL JOBS — DENTAL FACILITIES 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [6.36 pm]: 
I am so disappointed that Hon Jacqui Boydell is out on urgent parliamentary business because I have some very 
good news for her. Today, she expressed a great deal of concern and puzzlement about the provision of dental 
facilities as part of our Local Projects, Local Jobs grants package. She was concerned that although this particular 
aged-care facility was not known to her, it was included on a list of projects that were developed in the Mining and 
Pastoral Region. I am particularly puzzled that she did not know anything about it because Hon Kyle McGinn — 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: That is very unkind. Did Hon Darren West say that she does not live in her 
electorate? That is so unkind. I am sure she does. 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: The member is not using that Metronet line again is he? Hon Kyle McGinn 
opened this new facility on 1 December 2017. I understand that he invited Hon Robin Scott and all representatives 
from the Mining and Pastoral Region, including Hon Stephen Dawson. We are very puzzled that she was not aware 
of this. Perhaps I could help her with a little bit of the history. This facility is called Victoria Park Nursing Home 
because back in 1898, the biggest park in Kalgoorlie was built on the site and it was called Victoria Park. A couple 
of years later a gigantic rotunda was built on it. Indeed, it became the centre of social life for Kalgoorlie. I am 
familiar with this park and the fact that there is a historic reference to Victoria Park in Kalgoorlie. I suggest to 
Hon Jacqui Boydell that she visit Kalgoorlie more often and she might learn a little of this history, particularly this 
year being the 125th anniversary of the discovery of gold in Kalgoorlie. 
Hon Dr Sally Talbot: We could give her a map and show her where the park is. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Yes, we could show her where the park is. The aged-care facility is actually 
located on the site of the park that was first built in 1898. The park has another very important connection with 
Kalgoorlie. We all know that Herbert Hoover was once a resident in Kalgoorlie. Before he became President of 
the United States, he was a very skilled mine manager in the area and he allegedly had an affair with a barmaid at 
the Palace Hotel—another important historic icon. He was so moved by this that he wrote a poem and in it he 
references a park. It is generally believed that this park is none other than Victoria Park, which to this moment has 
remained a mystery to Hon Jacqui Boydell. I will read the poem, because it is so wonderful — 

Do you ever dream, my sweetheart, of a twilight long ago, 
Of a park in old Kalgoorlie, where the Bougainville’s grow, 
Where the moonbeams on the pathways trace a shimmering brocade, 
And the overhanging peppers form a lovers’ promenade? 

I will not continue further with that poem, but I ask the member can she please, in this 125th year of Kalgoorlie, 
acquaint herself with some of the basic history of that fabulous golden town before she comes here and starts 
throwing a bit of mud. 

Point of Order 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Madam President, the Minister for Regional Development quoted from a document 
during her speech. I ask her to table that document. 
The PRESIDENT: Minister, are you able to table a copy of that document? I appreciate that you were reading 
directly from an iPad. 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I am happy to have the poem printed out at some point and to table the 
document. 
The PRESIDENT: I appreciate that in modern times it is sometimes difficult when people are using alternative 
platforms rather than traditional paper and pen. I have asked the minister to make available a printed copy of the 
document that she is reading from—the poem. She has agreed to do that, and I think that is appropriate. So I ask 
the minister to organise for the poem to be printed. She might very well email a copy to one of the chamber staff 
and they can print that off for her and make it available to Hon Martin Aldridge. 
[See paper 1440.] 
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